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The International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) works to 

limit light pollution by promoting responsible outdoor 

lighting solutions.

darksky.org
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What Light Pollution 
Looks Like

● Design of fixtures

● Direction the fixtures are pointed

● Lights are too bright

● Color temperatures too ‘cool’



Reasons to Limit 
Light Pollution
1. Public Safety

2. Energy Conservation

3. Wildlife and Ecology

4. Human Health

5. Connection with History

6. Inspiration

City of Groveland

C I T Y   O F   G R O V E L A N D



Lighting Public Safety Example

1. Expressing the importance 
of shielding

2. Using motion sensors for 
crime prevention

3. Brighter is not necessarily 
safer!



Public Safety
Driver/Pedestrian Safety
1. Full-cutoff lighting

2. Eliminating blinding glare

3. Increasing visibility



Light Pollution
Pedestrian Safety
1. Unnecessary glare

2. Too much intensity (lumens)

3. Color temp too cool



Wildlife and Ecology

1. Bright lights at night are 
unnatural

2. Help protect our bats, bugs, 
frogs, lightning bugs, 
migratory birds



How do we combat light pollution?

-- Educate at events about lighting

-- Adopt lighting policies to manage impacts

-- Use IDA-Approved light fixtures or equivalent at home

-- Protect dark-sky places from increasing light pollution

-- Reward dark-sky places with certification

darksky.org



Bortle Scale

How to Read a Light Pollution Map
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Kissimmee Prairie Preserve 
State Park







Light Color Temperature Chart
Color Temperature



International Dark-Sky Association (IDA)

● The leading authority on light pollution
● “Fixture Seal of Approval” 
● “International Dark Sky Places” 

Daytona Beach Shores
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Tim (Code)● Limits color temperature and intensity of light sources

● Encourages adaptive controls

● Regulations for illuminated signage

● Addresses greenhouses and industrial use lighting 

and recreational lighting

Lighting Ordinance



Dark-Sky Community Certification

1. Develop a quality comprehensive lighting policy 

2. Demonstrate City commitment to dark skies 

3. Recruit stakeholder support 

4. Cultivate community commitment 

5. Collect evidence of success in light pollution control

6. Establish and maintain a sky brightness measurement program  

7. Erect signage indicating the IDA designation
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2021

•Q1 
• Groveland Dark-Sky Virtual Workshop

•Q2
• Inventory City Lighting 

•Q3
• Draft Dark-Sky Lighting Ordinance

•Q4
• Review and Revise Dark-Sky Lighting Ordinance

2022

•Q1
• Collect Letters of Support

•Q2 
• Adopt Dark-Sky Lighting Ordinance 

•Q3
• Work with Retailers and Electricians 

•Q4
• Complete IDA Certification Application 

Projected 
Timeline 
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